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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARREN COUNTY, OHIO

MINUTES: Regular Work Session — March 5, 2024

This is a summary of actions and discussions of the meeting. You may view this meeting through
our YouTube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ELh0jGpXd4VV2DTeasugPA or
by contacting our office.

The Board met in regular session pursuant to adjournment of the March 5, 2024, General Session
meeting.

David G. Young — present Shannon Jones — present
Tom Grossmann — present Krystal Powell, Clerk — present
24-0347 A resolution was adopted to establish water and sewer user rates, water tap fees,

sanitary sewer connection fees, and other fees and charges for 2024, 2024, and
2026 and modify the Warren County Water and Sewer Department Rules and
Regulation relating thereto. Vote: Unanimous

DISCUSSIONS

Jonathan Sams, Turtlecreek Township Trustee, was present to discuss the need for zoning
changes within Turtlecreek Township. Mr. Sams presented the attached maps showing the areas
currently zoned Mixed Use throughout the township. He stated the need to coordinate with local
property owners to develop a plan for future use of the zoned areas.

There was discussion relative to the Board’s view on changing the current zoning within the
township and the need for balanced growth.
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Commissioner Jones stated she was in favor of supporting the community request to meet the
needs of Turtlecreek Township.

Mr. Sams stated he would begin the process of working with Regional Planning and stakeholders
to begin the process of developing a future use plan.

Susanne Mason, Program Manager, Warren County Office of Grants Administration, was
present to discuss project applications for 2024 Community Development Block Grant Funding.

Mrs. Mason presented the attached list of public service projects and construction projects which
includes a project description, recent awards, whether this funding is being used as a match to
leverage additional dollars, and the amount requested.

Mrs. Mason stated that the final determination of the funds Warren County will receive has not
yet been made by the Department of Housing of Urban Development (HUD).

The Board determined that a final decision is not needed today. The Board requested Mrs.
Mason bring this matter back for a final decision once we have received the final funding amount
from HUD.

Matt Latham, Chief Executive Officer of Warren County Park District, presented the attached
PowerPoint presentation to provide the Board with an update on the state of the Park District.
Mr. Latham stated the need to develop a strategic plan process by creating a steering committee
to develop a desired plan for the Park District

There was discussion relative to Park District funding and the ability to place a tax levy on the
ballot to increase funding.

Ben Yoder, Park Board President, stated the Park District has no desire to place a levy on the
ballot to increase Park District funding.

Commissioner Jones stated she would be happy to participate as a member of the steering
committee to learn more about the Park District and to help identify additional funding resources
for the Park District.

Scott Hagemeyer, Washington Township Trustee, was present to discuss solar utility facilities in
Washington Township. Mr. Hagemeyer stated Vesper Energy has approached various
landowners within the township to propose a 4,000-acre solar utility facility. He stated the
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township’s concerns regarding the volume of acres, the impacted tracts of land currently used for
commercial agriculture, and the proposed term of Vesper’s lease.

Bruce McGary, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, stated solar facilities less than 50 megawatts are
regulated through the Zoning Board and facilities greater than 50 megawatts are regulated by the
Power Zoning Board. Mr. McGary stated there are two different processes in which the Board
can regulate solar utility facilities. He then outlined the procedure for each process.

Upon discussion, the Board stated their desire to have no involvement in the aforementioned
processes involving solar utility facilities.

Greg Meyer, Educator for the Ohio State University Warren County Extension, stated
Turtlecreek Township has also been approached by Vesper Energy for the use of land for a
proposed solar utility facility.

Mr. McGary stated the Board has discretion to prohibit or limit any proposed solar utility facility
when the issue arises with the Board.

Commissioner Young recommended the Zoning Department staft begin drafting policy options
relative to proposed solar utility facilities that would fall under County zoning jurisdiction.

Ryan Cook, Regional Planning Commission, presented the attached PowerPoint presentation
stating the need to amend the current Subdivision Regulations Standards relative to fire access
roads. Mr. Cook stated the proposed amendment would require two access roads, one of which
must be a fire apparatus road, for developments with more than 30 dwellings. He further stated
the amendment is a result of the Subdivision Regulations Standards needing to be compliant with
the current Ohio Fire Code Standards.

Bruce McGary, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, stated applicants can seek a waiver and present
to the Regional Planning Commission their desire to deviate from the access road requirement
through an administrative hearing. Mr. McGary stated the Regional Planning Executive
Committee has the authority to determine the need for the access points. He further stated the
Regional Planning Commission is looking for the Board’s direction relative to a text amendment
to the current Subdivision Regulation Standards because there is no current zoning code
standard.

Upon further discussion, the Board expressed their recommendation for the Regional Planning
Commission to begin working on the proposed text amendment.
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Chris Brausch, Sanitary Engineer, presented the drafted resolution establishing water and sewer
user rates, water tap fees, sanitary sewer connection fees, and other fees. Mr. Brausch stated the
resolution includes specific projects listed that are to be grandfathered into the old rate schedule.

Upon further discussion, the Board resolved (Resolution 24-0347) establishing water and sewer
user rates, water tap fees, sanitary sewer connection fees, and other fees and charges for 2024,
2024, and 2026 and modify the Warren County Water and Sewer Department Rules and
Regulations relating thereto.

Bruce McGary, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, brought an issue before the Board relative to a
Notice of Violation from the City of Lebanon Code Enforcement Inspector. Mr. McGary stated
the violation is a result of the county owning property where a political sign has been displayed
in a parked vehicle. He further stated the particular signed involved Commissioner Grossmann’s
wife and recommended Commissioner Grossmann recuse himself from any discussion. Mr.
McGary also stated the Board is under obligation to dissolve the issue.

Mr. McGary asked the Board if they would like him to prepare a resolution relative to parking
vehicles on county owned property. He then presented Resolution 16-0335, adopted March 1,
2016 which prohibits signs on county owned property.

There was discussion relative to the intent of the resolution adopted in 2016 and the course of
action taken for those who violate the policy.

Commissioner Jones stated although she was not present in 2016 when the resolution was
adopted, the text simply states the public can not advertise on our property and the sign is a
violation of the Board policy.

Commissioner Young stated the resolution allows no signs on County owned property.

Upon further discussion, Commissioner Jones recommended we continue the discussion at a
later date.

Upon motion the meeting was adjourned.

oy s

David G. Young, Presiﬁe}n/ / Tom Grossmann
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the meeting of the
Board of County Commissioners held on March 5, 2024, in compliance with Section 121.22
O.R.C.

Krystal Powell, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Warren County, Ohio
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2024 CDBG Application Summary

Estimated Funding from HUD $
Less Admin Costs $
Amount to Allocate $

680,000.00
75,000.00
605,000.00

(To be divided between Public Service and Construction Projects)

Public Service Projects - Please select up to two projects. Total should be between $0 and $85,000

Project Name

Recent Awards

Current

Match Request

Award Amount

Family Promise of Warren County
Assistance to homeless

Safe on Main
Assistance to victims of domestic abuse

| 2020:

2020: $100,000
2020: $69,450
12021: $270,515
12021: $22,550
12021: $30,000
12022: $64,000
| 2023: $75,000

$42,000
50,000

$67.640
$30,000
$36,000

) 2020:
2021:
2021:
|‘ 2022:

$300,000 from
various sources

\
‘ $75,000

' $762.000 from |

various sources |
‘ $60,000

Total to Allocate for Construction Projects:l $

Less Public Service Total

$ 605,000.00
$ =

605,000.00 |

Construction Projects - Select up to five project equaling approximately $605,000 minus Public Service Amount

Current
Project Name Recent Awards _[Match Request Award Amotnk
Butlerville Road Project - Final Phase ::2022: $17,512 1 38 000.00
Repave 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Street ‘1 2023: $29,350 : $ 38,000.
S R | . | J— [
City of Franklin Storm Sewer Project 2019: $165,000 ‘ssst(;e:égunds
Mill pavement on Bryant and Judy Dr, replace gggf :}gg.ggg Stormwater Fung: | © 199,000.00
storm pipes and catch basins : $50,000.00 ;
' o ) 12019: $49,300 | |
Franklin Twp: Morningstar Road Project 12020: $87,600 : '$ 166,000.00
Mill and resurface Morningstar Road | 2021 §180000 .
- - |2022: $140,654 | .
' Local Village |
Harveysburg: South Street Improvements 2019: $124,500 Funds: $ 195,074.00
2022: $90,000 : il
Pave 1,700 feet of South, Frost, and Grant Streets ti $22.000.00
] 2019: $77,000 T
Morrow RR Bridge Lig_htmg . _ 12020: $158,500 ' Village : '$ 180,000.00
Install LED lighting at bridge over bike trail '2021: $170,000 ‘$20.000.00
: — ~ . | | — ’ -
South Lebanon - King Ave Improvement | 2020: $200,000 City:
Repave 850 LF King Ave between Hobart Ave | 2023: 584,788 $25.000.00 $ 147,301.00

and Mary Ellen St
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